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ABSTRACT

Beginning in 1864, the Russian Empire initiated a mass influx of colonists from
various nationalities into Abkhazia which radically changed the ethnic and linguistic
situation of the region. None of the languages of those diasporas enjoyed any privilege
except Russian, the knowledge of which was mandatory for the population of every
nationality. Among other languages, schools and churches were sometimes allowed
to use the Georgian, Abkhazian, Armenian, Greek, German, and Estonian languages.
However, studying and conducting religious services in these languages were fre-
quently prohibited.

Prior to the end of the 19th century, no school books, fiction, religious litera-
ture, or study materials were printed in languages other than Russian in Abkhazia; no
national press or theatres existed. The regime’s fear of knowledge and progress led
to the prohibition of any expression of nationality. It was only at the beginning of the
20th century that the establishment of Abkhazian national schools and the creation
of theatrical troupes became possible, although these developments were still insuf-
ficient.

The policy of the communist regime towards minority languages in Abkhazia
in 1921-1939 was rather peculiar. Minority languages were divided into two groups.
The Greek, Armenian, Estonian, German, and Turkish languages were granted more
rights. This included the opening of national schools where the studying process was
conducted in those languages, the issuance of newspapers in Greek and Armenian
languages, the establishment of Greek and Armenian sections in the Writers Union,
and the operation of Greek and Armenian theatres, among other initiatives.

The prevailing background highlighted the complete absence of rights for lan-
guages such as Ukrainian, Belarusian, Abaza, Polish, the Karaim language, Kazan
Tatar, and others primarily spoken at home. These languages were destined to perish
in favor of the Russian language.
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Such differentiation persisted until 1938, when the languages of all ethnic
groups lacking autonomy in the Soviet Union faced sudden and widespread assaults.
During these attacks, Greek, German, Estonian, and Turkish schools were closed in
Abkhazia. Additionally, Greek and Armenian sections in the Writers Union of Ab-
khazia were shut down, and the actors, directors, and other personnel of Sokhumi’s
Greek and Armenian theatres were dismissed. Under the January 24, 1938 regulation
of the Organizational Bureau of the Communist Party Central Committee, all Greek,
Estonian, and German schools were closed, and Russian and Georgian schools were
established in their place. During these repression acts, the population got the impres-
sion that they were planned and implemented under the Tbilisi initiative. However,
linguistic repression was ongoing throughout the USSR, with the real objective being
the acceleration of the Russification process among minorities whose languages were
suppressed. After achieving their ultimate strategic goal of establishing socialism
worldwide, the plan was to merge different ethnicities and languages and ensure the
dominance of one or two languages.
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342). 9l ©™399996()0 393)JpMMH0MWS© BMmombM3Es 93BMbMTool sMTJmbg
gobmboms 9bgdbg dmBmdsgg yzgwrs LMol  A5Moddbsl  Bggmergdmog
b3MEgdsE, MMIgddoi 89MHdbmo xamxzol 9bgdbyg LHagwrgds s036Mdogms
o 350 Bo33ws© LHogzwol 3MmEglo Vb FoMdsMmmErogm MmlvEs, b
93538069 MgLb3MBE030L 965BY. b WORIHOEGds sBbIBYMTO 30MS30M
899bm ByOIBN, JuAHMEYO, 39OTBNW ©d PYOIW LMDl (530JN3)
@sHMO s 99O 13mEgdLsg), M®mIwgddog dghys  dmbfogwrgme
©09059690Bg LHog3cgds s VLD Q5035 YL 56 JoBNm b3MEgds©.

2. 3m3356EGH00L 396G Omo 3mdoGgBHoLs s bsdFmms 3s3doMol
3950 50BoLMMEgdgEo 3030FgEHOL (3o30L) 1938 ferol 13 oem@Eob
5039609000 L35 EIOMEIM gobs OGMLEo 9bol 2sde0gMgdmEo
LFogagds 9MM3bmEo MHYl3MBdE039gdol, 93¢MbMT0gdoLs s MEdgdols ygzgurs
b3msdo (o9bogds 2, 1938, a3. 391-394).

3. 990ys 39mAbmo  asHgmol 4edm3gds, d9mdds LemdbmMo o
090360 MYoBHMmIMMO ©sLYdOo, 1939 FFgMocms 39380600l dgMIBMO
o bemdbMEOo BYd309d0, bmwm dgMdgbms oo bsforols dodsm sofiym
69360960900 s Lodabol — 1939, 1942 s 1944 fiergddo Bmbs dsmo
©93MOEH06MGdS 3003005 s 95 YH05T0, Fbmerme J30Mg bsfods goslifierm
LodgMIbgmdo s GgobatBmbs Logmabaryg.

096 dgbms AbyogLio B0 9Hosm sx8bsBgmMTo dmboberg AgcMTsbgergdlsg:
3500 B5{oo 396M35605Lm0b MIol sFYgds8Y 535EH0TMIL S Ib3MOGEHIU,
09meq bsfoero 30 1941 Ferol 21 mdGmadgOl 9m3s605bmsb mdol sfiggdol

3990 ©9Pw0sbs 534sMgl sx3bsbgmol Lsdogy 4gMdsbmwo Lmgwosb
(650QMMFB0D, 3650YbdIMHR0D, 0bEIMEIL) s 0S-J5e59gd0WL s
200Lobengls 8495 sB0sdo (3aBoacHas 2018).

©3L336900

506035, 3mIMbolGmo Gggodo XX Lomzmbol 20-0560 Hargdol
obofilgobogob 1936  ferol ,00©  3MIMBOLEHMO  GBRMMISg*
©oxIM9630MHJOMWI©  93YHMmdM©s  §0bogM-9bmdMmog  MBEoMYLMdSMS
06039 X298L: 09060 X430l 9690l (dgMdbmEL, LmdbwE, 496 AsbmELs,
IBEGH™BMOLs s MMOIMl) d0b0FgdMmo 3Jmbosm d9g3Me© MBOH™ dg@o
MBE9d900, 30O 3605060 ¥aMBoL 969dL, MHMIWGdOE, Omym®E Rbl,
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Abmgeomlb gbsms FgMfyda-aod®mdols s dbmzomdo LsdmermmE JOHmO
(063e00Lw9M0), 56 MO0 (063E0LYHO s HYlvYe0) JoOL Aod5EMBIdOL qbob-
UGoob-gbsBo®lzol 3mb3gnEool bogwydzguwbyg godOmdol M3oMmzgwrgl
»390@0oBIds©“ 0943696  FoBRbgMbo,  FmEsds®szgms  MoEbmdMo30
LOIE30MOL godm MHMimeEro 9Bl FogM goolisgwradsw 0ygzbgb sbHotrmwbo.

dgmMg  9G93%Y, 1936 forol 9gdamd, 9oblagzmmMgdom 3o 1938
006, gobfotrme gbsms 9@ gam®mosdo 339 d9MHIbMO X AMR0E dmbgs
(LedbMEOL, GerymOE dmzszdomg Mgbdmdwolzol gbol gsdmzwgdom). 3
X380l 96900l MBgdsms IMEmEbge 8933935L5 s domo BMbJ30gdol
93538069 HL3MYBd030L gbolomz0l, 5699 JsMMNOLHMZOL 45s30LMYdSL
583561500 363353000 J3939JBG0 3Jmbs s BoBbBs OLsbsgEs 9GS FsMEGHM
96MdM030, 5659900 06EHIMHGb03M0 36530 EHOL 250303905l JoHM39egdLS
5 983bsBYIMOL 1060 3MO MI306MHgLMDdGIL TGOL.
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Qb... ®d0eobo, 2021.
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