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ABSTRACT

The article discusses the cultural and educational policy of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia in Abkhazia. Drawing on a cyclical study of the legal acts of
the Democratic Republic of Georgia, the press from 1918-1921, archival documents,
statesmen’s memoirs, and other historical sources, this analysis explores the reforms
implemented by the government of the First Republic in the fields of education and
culture.

The government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, right from the
declaration of independence, on May 26, 1918, initiated reforms throughout Georgia,
including Abkhazia. It laid the foundation for the establishment of a modern educational
system and a new type of educational relations. For the first time, all educational
institutions came under state institutional subordination, with the educational process
being ‘nationalized’ and regulated. The government supported and financed the
professional development of teachers and paid great attention to the educational rights
of national minorities, especially Abkhazians. Additionally, it created several higher
primary schools in Sokhumi, Gagra, Ochamchire, and Samurzakano, and transformed
the Sokhumi teacher’s seminary into an educational institute.

At this time, the first professional unions of teachers were formed in Abkhazia.
Simultaneously, at Tbilisi State University, the foundation for the scientific study and
research of the Abkhazian language was laid for first time in the history of the Abkhaz
people.

As a result of the policies implemented by the government of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia from 1918 to 1921, the first musical and theatrical societies were
established in Abkhazia by professional staff sent from Tbilisi. This initiative laid the
foundation for the subsequent institutional development of professional musical and
theatrical collectives in the region.
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In democratic Georgia, the acclaimed Abkhazian writer and public figure,
Dimitri Gulia, with the support from his friends in Tbilisi, successfully established
the first Abkhazian-language newspaper. Unfortunately, this achievement was later
undone by the Bolshevik government.
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00030, F0s00MLy s bbgs Jowsdgddo. oym GgoobGo bgmmgzsbo, dmbzmzol
LobOGHZOM 53509F0YHO MYsGHOOL 3MOBE3900L 3MM3545bOLEO. OO Ho®ds@gdom
3965bMOE0gEs 0w 0sd Fgdldomol ,05309©0%, 3966M03 0dLGbOL ,,bMmES®, 9MbILE GHemeErgMol
»39(30-05L0%, 3. 3gMBloL ,0890L Y33, bmGmIgl ,m003mb dgxg«, Fogzs
©5©0560b ,,399060gwb0* s Lbgs 30glgdo (Jug 1986: 549).
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5 bbggdo. LHmMmgo 500msb ghme© s 5[0MmdMH0g Lgbol dmyzs®gme
LD YOO oS dobgor JmMgerds L3000 JMHOLMOZOL ,L5FTMdM,
963900l ,B35Lm0b%, 5¢9dusbmg YsBdGYOL ,oMlgbs, Foengs ©oOsbOL
»3006gbo,”  bogm  G0v35930@0L  ,3030bsmgEs”, 35 gm0sH
9500350300l ,9b00oM“ o bbg. 056599, gl L39dBEHoe3wgdo OO
303995 MO0m LMY MdPHID Y9 sgdo s SYMN039 33 OIMBO
23503399l 3bMzMgds Lembwmdol b3gbsBYs.

3336900

PomImygbowo olGMMmowo M3 hEJdoLs s 3MYLoL Toboergdols
3M0F03Mwo  9bsobols s  aosbMgool  Logdzgubg 9930000
390303 9bmm  ©sli33bgdo: LodoMmzgwrml ©gIm3MHOGMEo MYL3YdWO3s
000530139 LoLEJINMHOE FoMEYS bW YdOLS S 3N EHWOOL LBgMMml
9OH260D305L. 300390 Lods®mzggermdo, Fso Mol sxbsbgmdog,
©50{gm  39b589MH™M3zg Lo sbdsbsmwgdemm LoliEgdol Bsdmyswodgds o
15390 BsggsMs sboeo G030l Logsbdsbsmmwgdwm M@mmOIMHmMMdYOL.
OXMIONWO  3mwoHo3ol  bygdzgewrdy,  0BLAHOGNEONMIE Y39
Lobfogerm sfglgdmargds ©e9d399gdes Lobgwdfoxmb, ,25990m3bmes”
@5 8mofgbeogs Lobfogerm  3Mmaglbo, 9ddbs sbswo GHodol Lsbfjogarm
3920900 OMAMGOE LabZMEm 4obsmEgdolbm3zol, s1g3g Toswro Laggbwy®ol
Lobfogargdargdobomgol, dbsmo omFoMs s ©osx0bsBLY Tslfogergdems
3OMRIBOMwo  39630m56M905,  QoBLOINMOIOMO  YMEMOPEIdS  ©TM
9Om3bMo  I3omgbmdgdol,  39MHdmE,  sBbsBms  Logsbdsbsmgderm
MBEgdqdlL, 99ddbs  Msdgbodg wMdsmeglo  sfiygdomo  Lobfsgwrgdgwo
bmbmddo, gogMsdo, mPBsIhoMgls s  LETMODBYsBMTo, bmerm  Lmbwydol
LodobfogEgdem  bgdobs®os  Lobfsgarm  Jobss®lboom  Lsdobfogegdenm
0bLEGOGHMGI©  9J30s. ©IIM3IMOGHOMo  MHgb3MYBdo3oL  3ME0EH0350
bgwo  dgmhiym  sx3bsbgmTo  doliffogargdgms  30M39wo  3OHMBILONO
2399600000698900L Bodmyserodgdsls.

1918-1921 {argddo Lodo®mgzgwml ©gdmz®e@ongmo  MHgldmdeozol
000530md0L  J0ge  goGoMgOIo  3mEwodolzol  d9Iye®, MBOWOLOEsH
239853600 3OMAILOMo  350MdOL  Fogh  sB3bsBgMIo  BsdmYe0dE.
306390 BsIMLO3M  ©O  MYOIGHEIMOO  LoDBMYPOMGOJd0,  OHMIGdTs(3
9mds3sewdo  bogndzgo  Bovgystg  3GmBgbovyero  IMLoZsIEO
©5  095¢MOH0 30 gdB03900L  0BLEGOGHMEOMO  35B300056Mqds.
993605300 LoJoMM39ml 306MHMdJOT0, 36MdOWTs sx83bsBIs IFgMoends
5 Lobmpom dme3sfgd ©odoG®mo awosd mdoErolgo dgamdMYdol
dbsMEsFgOHom  Fgdwm 300390 9x3bsBMMgbmgsbo  asBgmol  T94dbo,

MH™Ig0o3 3maz0569800 dMd303w9MTs baerolva3ergdsd gosmdds.
Lgdo®03gwml  EgIM3GaGoYwo  OILIYPWOIOL  FNWHIOI-

LogobdsbomEgdwm  3mEoE03s ogbsbgmdo oym ®sbdodgzd Mo  ©o

039305 9Q53056ms, o JmEOL MBE0MILMdIMS BY6EEGHMO MBgdgdL,

bl MHymds s sbMmM3090gd JOMMNZIWMS O 5BLsBMS Bogombogrm®o
0©gbEH™BIOL 45630005M9d0LS S FMOHI0MYOOL 3HMEILL.
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