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ABSTRACT

Among the demographic documentary monuments of the valley, special attention
should be paid to the census registers of the city of Tskhinvali and its surrounding
villages (second half of the eighteenth century), published by the Meridiani publishing
house in 2013. Another source of primary importance is the Great Defier of the Tbhilisi
Vilayet of 1728, prepared for publication by Academician Sergi Jikia and Professor
Nodar Shengelia (published in 2009). Both census records document not only the
settlements of other valleys but also those of the Greater Liakhvi Valley, together with
the surnames and personal names of its inhabitants.

In the first half of the eighteenth century, the political situation in the Kingdom of
Kartli deteriorated as a result of Iranian and Ottoman aggression, ultimately leading
to the Ottoman conquest of Kartli. Following their arrival in Kartli, the Ottomans
introduced their taxation system and compiled registers in which the relevant data were
recorded. One such document is the Great Defter of the Tbhilisi Vilayet, which contains
data from that period and remains of considerable importance not only from a political
perspective. The present study examines materials from the Ottoman census records,
focusing on the anthroponyms of the villages of Tskhinvali and Tamarasheni of the
time, as well as the surnames and personal names documented in the Georgian census
records that precede the Ottoman census materials by approximately fifty years.

In the Georgian census records, the structure of surnames is presented as a
combination of a given name and a surname, while in the Turkish census records,
it appears as a given name followed by the father’s name (patronymic). In his
Description of Georgia (18th century), Vakhushti Bagrationi states that the inhabitants
of Tskhinvali consisted of Georgians, Armenians, and Jews. In both census records
these ethnic groups are reflected through anthroponyms. The Georgian census
records additionally employs the distinctive term uria to designate Jewish inhabitants.
According to the Georgian records, the residents of Tskhinvali were divided into
several social categories.

Keywords: Liakhvi Valley, anthroponyms, census records
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5050539600, 91939, 33b3YdS  FobIOY-dMMEH0TZ0O s FoBodY-
M305830¢0. gl 93565136900 935M900 339 LogMMMO Lobgergdoligsh Mol
o6ImIMdoo. bLmggaer bgomdo, s1939, 3Jmbocd FGREMBYEMdS MMM
R30MLOD FoBsdYEl, 0l FoBsdYI-MmEH05d30gdl. slgm03g FREIMdGEMDS
3Jmbom bgomdo dsBsdgE-0500MH0I30¢gdL, BohsdY-5¢bsB0TZ30¢qdL.
05hodEgdl  4ds-058weo  3dmbom, sg3g, 3mMOL  Lmxgwgddo: ogdo,
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33930 Logsbo Mbs gobql.

39899658790 @oBHhaGhHhs ©s fygsGmgdo
@@dLsdg 2011: mdbodg 8., bodEbg-xo35bgm0. MBOEOLO.
Jn9dmGodg 2003: F593)H0dg 8., G 4300 d96? Mdoobo, 2003.
dodognMo 1973: dodogn@o 3., bImgzsbms 3mI3egdugdol  Bmbydoz®
3OHMEgLOmS BgOHM L5%YIZ39W0 30¢MGIBS S BIbMMT0. 039, I, MdoEOLO.
®Md9e0560 1991: mOHdY0s60 U.b,, €gdbogmbo JoOmweo MmdoEOLO, @. L.
®Od9e0560 1993: mOHdY0s60 U.b,, gdbogmbo JoOmwmo mdowobo, @. I1.

References and Sources
Chumburidze 2003: Champuridze Z., What is your name? Tbilisi.
Dzidziguri 1973: Dzidziguri Sh., Common basis of phonetic processes of vowel
complexes in Dialects and Zanuri. Ike, I, Thbilisi.
Lomsadze 2011: Lomsadze Sh., Samtskhe-Javakheti. Tbilisi.
Orbeliani 1991: Orbeliani Sulkhan-Saba, Dictionary of Georgian Tbilisi, vol. L.
Orbeliani 1993: Orbeliani Sulkhan-Saba, Dictionary of Georgian Tbilisi, vol. II.



