356030 IG0 3133300HIMdD ‘C‘Xjﬂ} XXIX

S ZOZSWKARTVELIAN HERITAGE

DOIL: https://doi.org/10.52340/PUTK.2025.29.20

6503M 3060 © BIM-3VIGSIN0
(©59©360383 306G0bO OIM-3VIGSINOLO @
30L0 I3VIAL0S-3MBILOGIBOL ILOLID)

NIKO MARR AND TAO-KLARJETI:
INSIGHTS INTO THE REGION AND
ITS CHURCHES AND MONASTERIES

056565 Jox 00

Lsgo®mgzgeml 3gdbozm®o «bogg®Lo@gdo
0000, LadoOM3zgEom

Manana Kajaia
Georgian Technical University
Thilisi, Georgia

3BLEHMsGH0

6590M3do  Lovds®0s  JsOHMME-mMOMe  YOMOGOHMDIM  FMOZSN-
159936M356  OLEHMO05BY, BHoM-3wMXRJOLs s LETLOYJD LodsGozggamls
0539M05¢©-3790 GO 3993300009MdsDY; FoMdmBgbowos bogm dsMols
39653 gOME0 ALIbLYYMHGDS BoM-3wsMX IO 93eglos-dmbaliBH™Mgdol
d9LFogeols 3Mmboom. 2sbLs3MMEMd0c 3608369wm35605 dolo dmABsIHMBs
1904 §iemol Bogbryewdo Fogdgolbs o Jwotxgomdo. 933cg3M0olL bMzowo
239bEsm, Logmdzwrosbs dggbfogams amogmen bsbdmgerols ©s dobo
905139900 BsdmE3sfgm S135M9D0, 50ghHgMs 0d5Mo 93egLlos-BmbsoliGMgdol,
Jono 163569900l 50 GIIMGMBS I, M3 FMO350M0s, F0933W0s
bobdmols o To@dgmol ImbsliBmgdolsmaol.

30Lsb08bsg05 Bogm oGm0l AmboBOmGds, MM MLsbgwm Begsbg FmMmLl
00@sdmgddo, 39M0dm, LsdbMmgom bBmbsdo, J390m FmODLMb, FmO®MOL
05090096 Mbs ymyowoym, bmwm bsbdmobl, HmIgeog d9sMgd0m dggwo
0ym, 80gdsMgmds 035M9MEJdMEs LMxgE MO AOHowMmgo Bmbsdo
5 00559500 9oL ,69935L BogoMo® gMdzs. 933wg3smms MdgEalbo bBsffoero
o6 gmobbdgdmes bogm Fo®mol 53 dmbsbMYosl. bogm ool Fo®dmwagbowro
d9b9gds6o Loymzgwmsm® 0gm 5005MJd0, s MBOM g@oa: Jom
BOMOM 39039dGH035 odoergl Gg8amdo 33935-d0gd0LOM30L.

Lodommzggerml 39gdbozmmo mbogg®lLodgdol 2014 ol gdudgoiool
9mbsfioerggdo 5933039096, HMI BMOMOL BsGIMD 30 56 s5898 HMOYMeds
Q5 90009 ds Hsbdmol ImbslBIM0, 9999 BgIMm FMOMOL Losbarmggl, 4
30m3gEM0oL EsdMOHIB0» 3900 FMOHMOEIH.



B0gm 8360 ©5 GdM-3oOxRIMO (H89608g I&HOObO Gom-3wsmxgmols @s... 237

Bodmmddo  goblogMm®gdmmo 960d3bgcmds 593l omMIMdogro bogzm
35M0b EOIMYOL, HMIGELSE3 PG 9O I35MR93L LOMYOIEGds. Vb
5036036mm, GMI aGoame bsbdmgwol @gdu@do bogm 85G35 dmodmgs 1902
feol 99dmamdsbg 09Mmbooddo o godmbis, Bobgdmms motydbs
b5 S b IO «IHeBrUK Moe3nku B [llaBmuio u Knapmxuio».

0530l 459m33¢93580 bogzm BsMo bsBl Migzedl 0dsl, MM IgMPmegls
obbmEgds o300 OJOOLEBHMOMBO 0030005 35Q0MYMIGOVICY
3h9OMdsTo. gomeyo Ig@Brmg gMmzbraro IFgMswos, LHimMgo Bogm ds@ds
§o68moB0bs s 493353bMm Labodoryanm 3fgMmowo dmsbOH™aby.

3530907-3c056x 9030 3MmaBIMO™BOL ©LoMMgdo dglsbodbsgo wodgMs-
GO0 M39996300 35GHMOME0 veErol3zgmMIOOm. 333¢g35ML OO
10Y35Mm0m 593L sVFIMOO MEILEOE 993539090 S 5§ FoBIbBsYdMWO
9390 3990 EVIOOL LHTooWoM™ 396M9d0.

Bogm TsMo LMoo goblbgeggdmmwo dmgzgwagbs oym  dbmgmom
3936096900l 0LEGHMGM0580. ol ogm dgbsbodbsgo gowmemmao, wobyzoldo,
©05@gdOM@w™y0, {jgoOmmI3mb), WoBINGYO0I3MEbY,  FmEIE™-
©0obG0, 56OJgMMA0, BowMMBOOL SOMBEYIsms 833193560.

Bogm 0oL ©3sfwo  mMogb@owoli@ogzsdo, 39MdmE 30, JoOmwmwo
503MmbOY3EMM0  3MGHMOOL  oLEHMMOMEo  MOMIODMIOL  33¢g30L
obEMM05d0 AoBMBMIgEos, 33swo - FoMdwgeo s MdOYIGHMIMs© MMI
3003507, QOWIP EBILIIYLO.

153356dm LOBY39V0: BOM-3WsMR IO, JsMYEO §3egLos-BmbolBHMYdO,
Bogm doo.

ABSTRACT

The The paper examines the long history of Georgian-Turkish relations, as well as
the material and cultural heritage of Tao-Klarjeti and southern Georgia. It emphasizes
Niko Marr’s significant contributions to the study of the most important monuments
associated with the 10th-century hagiographic works. His journey to Shavsheti and
Klarjeti in the summer of 1904 is of particular importance. The researcher aimed to
thoroughly examine the activities of Grigol Khandzteli and his disciples, describe the
locations of the local churches and monasteries, as well as other Georgian monastic
sites and, most importantly, to trace the Khandzta and Shatberdi monasteries.

Niko Marr’s opinion is noteworthy, as he suggested that the unnamed monastery
was likely situated around Porta, specifically in the southern area, close to Lower
Porta and the Porta Gardens. On the other hand, Khandzta, which was relatively older,
was presumed to be in the northern part of the village of Porta and was known then
as the “Nuka Cathedral”. Most researchers did not agree with Niko Marr’s opinion.
Nonetheless, the ideas presented by Marr were widely recognized, and they opened
new avenues for further research and exploration.

The participants of the 2014 expedition from Georgian Technical University
claim that Grigol and Gabriel did not build the Khandzta Monastery near the Porta
Gardens; rather, it was built near Upper Porta, approximately 4 kilometers away from
Lower Porta.
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The study pays particular attention to the diaries of Niko Marr, which continue
to hold value to this day. It is worth noting that Niko Marr acquired the text of Grigol
Khandzteli in the fall of 1902 in Jerusalem, published it, and translated it into Russian
with great skill. He also included the Diary of the Journey to Shavsheti and Klarjeti
(«IueBnuk moe3nku B LllaBmuro u Knapmkuioy) in the publication.

In his research, Niko Marr emphasizes that Merchule’s writings are rare in
hagiographic literature for their realism. As a national writer, Giorgi Merchule was
introduced to us by Niko Marr, who presented this remarkable author and thinker.

The Diaries of the Shavshet-Klarjeti Trip is an excellent literary document filled
with a patriotic spirit. With great affection, the researcher described the exemplary
centers of ancient culture that once thrived and are now in ruins.

Niko Marr was a unique phenomenon in the history of world science. He was an
excellent philologist, linguist, dialectologist, expert in source studies, literary critic,
folklorist, archaeologist, and researcher of philosophical issues.

Niko Marr’s contributions to Oriental Studies, particularly in the historical
examination of the relationship between Georgian and Eastern cultures, is profound;
his impact is permanent and, objectively speaking, highly respected.

Keywords: ao-Klarjeti, Georgian churches and monasteries, Niko Marr.
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